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than it sunk, and was never again seen. Its appearance was
described to several old fisherman, all of whom concurred in
the opinion that it was what is known amongst them as a
brigdee, believed by some to be a species of basking shark.
What a brigdee is however, has never been accurately
determined. It is generally described as being an animal with
two immense fins stretching up like wings from a body of
apparently vast dimensions, and is said to have on many
occasions pursued and destroyed boats at sea. Perhaps the
following item may explain what a small brigdee most
probably is. A fine specimen of the thresher or fox-shark
(Carcharias vulpus) was thrown ashore in early November on
the east side of the island of Papa Wistray, in Orkney. When
cleared from the seaweed in which it was partially embedded
the measurements...
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