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Health Care Reform: A Cost Effective Approach: Hearing Before the Committee on Labor and Human Resources
United States Senate, One Hundred Third Congress, First Session on Examining the Importance of Including
Coverage for Mental and Addictive Disorders in the Health Care Reform Proposal, May 13, 1993 The committee
met, pursuant to notice, at 10:03 a.m., in room SD-430, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Senator Edward M.
Kennedy (chairman of the committee) presiding. Present: Senators Kennedy, Pell, Dodd, Simon, Wellstone,
Wofford, Kassebaum, Gregg, and Durenberger. Opening Statement of Senator Kennedy The Chairman. Well
come to order. This is a truly historic day to have Mrs. Gore and Senator Do-menici as our opening witnesses. It
represents the best in terms of a bipartisan legislative process; two allies on an issue of extraordinary
importance to the young, the middle-aged and the old alike. We want to first of all welcome Mrs. Tipper Gore to
the committee. She brings a lifetime of commitment to children and mental health issues. She has been
extraordinarily active on these issues for almost 20 years. In her home State of Tennessee, she provided
leadership when now Vice President Gore was Congressman Gore in the House of Representatives, giving focus
and attention to mental illness, primarily those issues involving children and their special needs. She did so as
then Senator Gore was active in the U.S. Senate, and she has continued that commitment as the wife of the Vice
President But | think those of us who know her have a very profound respect for the leadership that she is
providing on one of the most important and...
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