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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1913 edition. Excerpt: .and practically the secretaries leave the cabinet in order to
go to Congress at the time of meeting, returning, often, to the secretaryship as soon as the Congress finally
adjourns. HONDURAS. In Honduras the secretaries can not be members of Congress, but they may take part in
discussions of all measures pending before them. SALVADOR. The practice and the law are the same as in
Honduras. HAYTL. The secretary of state and the grand judge are the orators charged with representing the
executive power, by oral communication, on the floor of the Senate and the Chamber of Representatives. Story
on the Constitution, section 869 et seq.. The heads of the departments are, In fact, thus precluded from
proposing or vindicating their own measures in the face of the nation in the course of debate, and are
compelled to submit them to other men who are either imperfectly acquainted with the measures or are
indifferent to their success or failure. Thus that open and public responsibility for measures which properly
belongs to the executive in all goverenments, and especially in a republican government, as its greatest security
and strength, is completely done away. The Executive is compelled to resort to secret and unseen influences, to
private interviews, and private arrangements to accomplish its own approriate purposes, instead of proposing
and sustaining its own duties and measures by a bold and manly appeal to the Nation in the face of its
representatives. One consequence of this...
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